
 

Internet connection restored in Xinjiang 

By Catherine Lewis in News on May 14, 2010 4:00 PM 

After 312 days of life under the murky veil 

of heavily restricted (and mostly non-

existent) Internet, Xinjiang is plugged back 

into the world wide web. The local 

government announced today that Internet 

connection was restored to “meet the needs 

of maintaining stability, boosting social and 

economic development and the calls from 

all ethnic groups." 

For those that are new to this story, the government pulled the plug on Xinjiang’s Internet access, 

text messaging and international calls as a direct result of the deadly ethnic riots on the streets of 

its capital city, Urumqi over 10 months ago. 

But we’ve heard this announcement of “restored Internet connection” before...but on these terms 

“connection” simply meant access to a handful of government news sites (People's Daily and 

Xinhua News) and popular Chinese Web portals (Sina and Sohu). So could it be possible? Can 

one officially G-chat from Xinjiang? The answer is delightfully, yes. Far West China blog 

reports from Xinjiang: 

“Residents of Xinjiang woke up from a 10-month nightmare this morning to find that their 

computers could finally connect to the world wide web.[…] It’s not exactly clear what, if any, 

restrictions still apply but programs such as proxies and VPNs which yesterday were ineffective 

can now be used. Gmail and chat programs are available.” 

As part of this full restoration the local government has issued an “Open Letter” to the netizens 

of Xinjiang, thanking them for their understanding and patience as the government now 

(paradoxically) recognizes that the Internet is indeed a “vital component of the life of modern 

society.” (The New Dominion offers a full translation of this letter). 
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But before the estimated 7 million Internet users in Xinjiang can dust off their mouses and 

plunge head first into cyberspace, they should take heed. The official announcement of Internet 

restoration also threatens severe punishment for anyone caught spreading harmful information 

via the Internet. The announcement onTianshannet states: 

"The web users should not do anything that hurts the Internet environment or harms ethnic unity, 

social stability and national interests.” 

Additionally, the government has set up a phone and email hotline for internet users to report 

“harmful” misuse of the web. 

As information flow begins to breathe connection and confidence into this formally veiled 

region, it remains to be seen what the government's idea of "restored connection" will actually 

entail in light of ethnic tensions and fresh memories of the deadly riots. So far, it seems like the 

netizens of Xinjiang are finally being offered the "access" to information that all Chinese 

netizens are afforded: Internet under the Great Firewall. 

Read more about Xinjiang here. 
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Chinese billionaire donates entire fortune to charity; his heirs to receive 

nothing 

By Catherine Lewis in News on April 23, 2010 4:00 PM 

In the wake of recent natural disasters, 

such as the Qinghai earthquake, our 

minds are all a little geared towards 

charity work and philanthropic tidings. 

Well Chinese billionaire, Yu Pengnian, 

really blew these altruistic vibes out of 

the water yesterday when he 

announced that he was handing over 

hisentire fortune to charity.  

 

The Shenzhen real estate and hotel 

tycoon will donate 470 million dollars 

in cash and property assets to the charity with his namesake: the Yu Pengnian Foundation. This 

most recent donation will bring Yu’s total to a whopping 1.2 billion dollars in personal 

contributions—the entire worth of his fortune--and elevate him to the first mainland 

philanthropist to break the billion-US-dollar barrier in donations. 

Yu tells China Daily: “This will be my last donation. I have nothing more to give away.” 

As Yu is 88 years-old, his selfless gift is perhaps not too surprising as giving-back can often be 

the lasting ticket to immortality. But what about Yu’s remaining family? Yu tells reporters he 

doesn't care: 

“…I have a point of view that is very different from others, I will not leave my fortune to my 

children. […] If my children are more capable than me, it's not necessary to leave a lot of money 

to them. If they are incompetent, a lot of money will only be harmful to them." 

http://shanghaiist.com/profile/catherinelewis22
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Reports confirm that Yu’s children agree with his decision, and one must commend this humble 

attitude towards personal wealth. But, sheesh, the 88-yeard old pops sure takes a hard-lined 

approach to child-rearing. 

Yu’s last donation sealed his ranking as China’s #1 philanthropist, according to the Shanghai-

based Hurun Report, which tracks China's wealthy. But more importantly, Yu's charity work 

underscores the trend of China’s biggest wealth producers taking the reins of philothranpic work. 

Founder of the Hurun report, Rupert Hoogewerf tells AFP: "It is now no longer possible to 

ignore Chinese philanthropy, which has landed on the world map." 

This sentiment was echoed by Bill Gates on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in 

Davos last January, as the world’s richest full-time philanthropist said he planned to launch a 

specific campaign to target China’s wealthiest magnates to partake in charitable work. Gates told 

reporters: 

"I think it's great news that the Chinese have people who have been very successful, and it 

remains to be seen whether China will end up like the United States where a lot of people who 

are very wealthy devote their money and their time to the causes of the neediest." 

Indeed, as today’s China has proven to be a place where sky-high fortunes can be made, it also 

needs to prove its place amongst the world's fortunate who altruistically give back. But as Yu 

and the country's 66 top philanthropist (who are also China's wealthiest citizens) continue to 

donate personal funds to education, poverty and health-care, China as charity worker becomes a 

more realistic goal. 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/Apr/125978.htm
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Qinghai Earthquake Update: Google offers helping hand despite its beef with 

China 

By Catherine Lewis in News on April 16, 2010 4:30 PM  

As the death toll of the Qinghai quake continues to 

climb to over 600 people, China’s leaders, 

diplomatic friends and….well, even its foes are 

stepping up to the plate in the name of relief 

services. The most unexpected of helpers? Google. 

In response to the devastating Qinghai tremors, Google has launched its “Crisis Response” 

application --a powerful media interface that helps people find family members and friends 

whom may have fallen victim to the earthquake. First launching in response to the Chilean 

earthquakes, the service combines Google News, YouTube and real-time search results in order 

to provide a comprehensive search engine specific to the quake crisis. 

According to Google’s “Crisis Response” press release, the service aims to: 

 Coordinate with other platforms, organizations and teams 

 Build tools to surface near-real-time data 

 Support response/relief organizations 

 Respond in times of crisis 

But wait, what happens when these “other platforms”—i.e. YouTube, Twitter, Facebook—are 

blocked within the crisis-stricken country? Apparently, a whole lot of nothing, which is what we 

found out today upon checking out the site. 

While the “Real Time Updates” button yields a plethora of current postings, the majority of the 

results (which mostly hail from Twitter), are re-directed to an unavailable site. Concurrently, the 

same is true of the “YouTube” tab, which offers nothing but an “unavailable” web page and not 

even a list of results. The “Google News” tab seems to be the only effective resource on the 

platform, offering updated news reports similar to a Google search. 

The reason behind this dearth of content is quite obvious, as the networking tools that form the 

bedrock of the “Crisis Response” interface are almost all but blocked in the Mainland. But 
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perhaps what’s most significant about Google’s helping hand during this incident is its 

willingness to mobilize for China in spite of recentpolitical quibbles. We all know that feelings 

between Google and China are anything but rosy right now, and we all know some of this is 

based upon Internet censorship (an issue that is underscored perhaps for the upteenth time in 

light of this current crisis). But according to some experts, Google doesn't care about all that 

when it comes to humanitarian work. Benjamin Cohen from the UK's Channel 4 states: 

"While the battle between China and Google is a real issue, I’m not sure that’s the motivation for 

Google here. The company’s Crisis Response team springs into action whenever and wherever 

there is a major incident.” 

Indeed, the foundation of Google's "Crisis Response" tool is based on a quote by famous Doctor 

and mystic,Daniel D. Palmer, who stated that "the most wonderful study of mankind is man. 

Relieving human suffering and diffusing universal knowledge is humanitarian." 

Stated at the turn of the 20th century, and waaaaaay before the phenom of new media 

technologies, Palmer will never know how apt his statement is today. And perhaps, neither will 

China if it keeps blocking efforts to "diffuse universal knowledge" in the name of humanitarian 

work. 

Other relief efforts rallying around China right now include professional NBA player Yao 

Ming who has set up a hotline to help North American Chinese residents reach family and 

friends. A star for the Houston Rockets, Yao is no stranger to crisis relief services, as he stepped 

up during the 2008 Sichuan earthquakes to create a foundation of which he personally donated 

$2million to rebuild homes and schools. 

The Associated Press reports that Yao is still unsure what the full scope of this foundation will 

offer, but in the meantime, North Americans can call (718) 766-9636 and receive a recorded 

message (in both English and Mandarin) that asks the caller to enter the phone number of the 

person they are trying to reach in China. 

http://shanghaiist.com/2010/03/30/the_googlecn_googlecomhk_lockdown_h.php
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April showers bring... sex scandals and swingers? 

By Catherine Lewis in News on April 13, 2010 10:00 AM 

Spring is the season for gettin’ randy like rabbits. And despite Shanghai’s drab and dreary 

weather recently, there’s still plenty of spring fever pulsing through the city, heating it up. From 

swingers and prostitution, to sex diaries and China’s own set of Hooters, here’s a re-cap of the 

hot, the heavy and the unjust of recent sex scandals, Sino-edition. 

Last week we told you about “Wang Cheng,” the Chinese 

official who got freaky with over 500 women and then 

subsequently bragged about it in his diary (because in an 

attempt to keep this disparaging matter under wraps, 

Wang copiously documented his every affair in graphic 

detail on paper. Smart move.). 

But we have to admit that the story was less titillating than 

expected. A high-paid public figure caught with his pants 

down? Ho hum. We’ve heard this so many times before 

that a good sex scandal almost seems part and parcel of 

the public figure status (or at least the United States it sure does, as names like Tiger Woods, 

John Edwards and Jesse James are now synonymous with sexual douchebaggery). 

 

But what did stand out about this story was that the media often framed it side-by-side with 

President Hu Jintao’s recent warning for cadres to be wary of the "temptations of beautiful 

women.” Yet again, China’s gender biasness of the “boys will be boys” variety rears its ugly 

head. Yes, you high paid officials. Watch out for the evil “beautiful women” trap. Before you 

know it, you’ve slept with 500 of them and people think it’s actually YOUR fault. 

But to some people in China, sex is more about a numbers game rather than the gender 

preference. As we previously reported, 22 men and women are on trial in Nanjing this week 

facing charges of “group licentiousness.” And by “licentiousness,” Chinese officials mean group 

sex, or to get down to the nitty gritty of this particular case, it means “wife-swapping” amongst 

an online group with over 190 members. 

The incident has cracked open an already hot debate on sexual freedoms within China, 

particularly this age-old law that still criminalizes private gathering (and mutually willing) 

http://shanghaiist.com/profile/catherinelewis22
http://shanghaiist.com/news_shanghai
http://shanghaiist.com/2010/04/07/chinese_official_bests_tiger_words.php
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/7563218/Chinese-official-pledged-to-sleep-with-800-women.html
http://shanghaiist.com/2010/04/08/around_shanghai_swingers_on_trial_f.php
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/lifestyle/the-other-side/swingers-to-go-on-trial-in-china-for-swapping-partners/story-e6frfhk6-1225845046129


activities regarding sex. Considered immoral and, most importantly, fully illegal by the 

government, the 22 men and women facing charges could spend 5 years in prison if convicted. 

This same group sex law came under scrutiny last month when China’s most well-known 

sexologist, Li Yinhe, announced her goal to demolish China’s ban on orgies and same sex 

marriages. Yinhe stated on her blog:  

"The crime of criminal licentiousness in our state criminal laws is severely out of step with the 

times and should be abolished, the numbers of people involved with this are not many, the 

activity is based on mutual willingness, it does not harm other people and it does not harm 

society.'' 

The government’s hard-lined approach to what others see as basic sexual freedoms becomes 

perhaps even more confusing when cases like Wang Chang and his 500 sexual trysts surface. In 

a Los Angeles Timesarticle about the Hooters restaurant chain in China, the Times highlights the 

country's sexual contradictions: a place where brothels exist openly, but a sex-themed 

amusement park named “Love Land” is closed down by officials.  

"The restaurant may be another example of globalization in China, but it's also a snapshot of 

changing attitudes toward sex in a country full of contradictions. […] Pornography is strictly 

prohibited. A government campaign last year netted 5,000 arrests for distributing porn online. 

[…]Yet authorities turn a blind eye when it comes to illegal brothels. Often disguised as hair 

salons, they remain one of the most common sights in any city, operating unabated next door to 

businesses and schools without the slightest fuss from locals." 

For a season that's traditionally about blue birds and pink tulips, Spring 2010 has proven to be 

quite the scandalous time, heating things up with indecent affairs and sensitive sexual debates. 

Forget summer, it's hot enough already! 

Just kidding..where the heck is that sun? 
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The entrepreneurial spirit behind China's businesswomen 

By Catherine Lewis in News on March 24, 2010 11:00 AM 

We all know that Mao loved to say that “Women Hold Up Half the Sky” when referring to 

China’s female population. And a few weeks ago, this seemed to be very much the case, as we 

reported that half of the world’s self-made lady billionaires struck their fortunes here in the 

mainland (which is 7 out of the 14 femmes that form the billionair-ress club). 

So what is it about the current 

Chinese market that makes it a 

particularly fertile spot for 

women entrepreneurs to strike it 

rich? 

Linda Xinrong Kausch, a 

Shenzhen-based writer who is 

currently writing a book about 

how 12 Western businesswomen achieved success in China, tells Forbes.com that business 

success rate is due to the highly fluctuating market regulations, stating, "[A] factor is the 

constantly changing market regulations of a developing economy, which afford more flexibility 

and less red tape than a place like Europe." 

The article goes on to say:  

While some major sectors--such as banking, steel, telecommunications and electricity 

generation--are still essentially state-owned, a sizable chunk of new wealth being created comes 

from entrepreneurs working hard in a variety of fields such as real estate, retail and consumer 

goods. 

Okay, but we've been inundated over the last few years with information about China as one of 

the world's fastest growing economies and potential for most competitive business market. But, 

since the majority of the 7 ladies on that list are actual Chinese citizens, what specifically sets a 

Chinese businesswoman apart from the rest of the money-makers? How does she fair in a market 

largely dominated by men and most always biased towards the businessman? 
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A study conducted on Chinese female entrepreneurs revealed some of the specifics behind 

China's successful businesswomen. According to the women surveyed, most of the entrepreneurs 

are highly educated, either at domestic universities or abroad. Their business acumen and 

managerial skills are acquired by holding high posts at large state-owned enterprises or 

successful private sectors. These connections help raise valuable capital (over 50 % attributed 

their business difficulties to lack of capital). 

In terms of limitations, one-third of businesswomen in the survey regarded a shortage of 

professional knowledge as their greatest limitation with 13 percent believing it to be 

administrative skills. Eight percent identified the fact that they were discriminated against while 

only 3 percent said they lacked confidence in certain areas of their business lives. 

But, the most interesting finding within the survey? 80% of the women state that the 

motivational factor fuelling their personal entrepreneurial spirit is "self-realization." 

“The motivational factor for entrepreneurial start-up is shown to favor self-realization at 80 

percent, with nearly 10 percent of respondents attributing other factors such as preparation for 

the next generation, development of family wealth and desire for cooperation with family 

members.” 

In a country where the gender imbalance of men to women stands at 107 males for every 100 

females, and women are outnumbered drastically in the political arena (only 10% of the CCP’s 

371-member Central Committee are women), it is greatly inspiring to see that women 

entrepreneurs still place great value on their own potential and capabilities within the male 

dominated business sector. 

 

Lastly, it seems that personal growth trumps the more superficial goal of getting rich. Only 0.4.% 

of the women stated that simply increasing their fortune was the motivation behind their drive 

for success. And with the new wave of superficiality and materialism thought to be taking 

over China's rising masses - this is a trait we like to see. 

http://china.org.cn/english/2002/Oct/45066.htm
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The secret success of a "two-child" policy in China, plus it's raining men in 

Hong Kong 

By Catherine Lewis in News on March 19, 2010 8:30 PM 

China’s notorious one-child policy has been in the hot seat recently, as some officials argue that 

the decades old law has served its purpose and is inappropriate for today’s economic and social 

environment. But perhaps what carries the most clout for a "one-child" policy reform is the 

recent discovery of a secret and successful “two-child” policy.  

 

The Times reports that 25 years ago, China authorized a secret experiment in rural Yicheng 

County (located 560 miles outside of Beijing) in 

which families could have 2 children if they adhered 

to certain conditions. The results of this clandestine 

endeavor? A lower population rate than China’s 

national average, despite the opportunity and 

encouragement to pop out two little darlings.  

 

The Times reports: 

“The population of the [Yicheng] county has grown 

over the 25-year period of the scheme by 20.7 per 

cent, which is nearly five percentage points lower than 

the national average, despite families being allowed 

two children. The experiment also appears to have redressed the imbalance between male and 

female births in China: the national average is 118 males to every 100 females, but in Yicheng 

the ratio was in line with the natural norm at 106 to 100.” 

Another surprising result? When given the opportunity, the couples preferred to only have one 

child anyway: 

It appears, however, that some couples in the county wanted just one child anyway. One hospital 

doctor told The Times yesterday: “More and more people only want to have one child. It’s 

expensive to raise a second, especially in the town. The farmers still like to have two children.” 

http://shanghaiist.com/profile/catherinelewis22
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The findings of this experiment are met with warm welcome from some influential players, as 

Chinese legislators have been pushing for a relaxation of its family planning policy. China 

Daily reports that senior deputies to the National People's Congress warn authorities of the 

severe consequences of continuing with its current family planning system, such as creating 

complications for China's imbalanced population structure, aging population and long-term 

economic growth. 

But the recent one-child policy debate within China has not yet prevented its effects from 

spilling over into Hong Kong, where experts claim that Hong Kong's skewed sex ratio is one of 

the alarming consequences of the mainland's draconian law. According to a report 

in EarthTimes.org, there has been an increase in the number of mainland Chinese women 

birthing male babies in Hong Kong since here it is legal for doctors to reveal the sex of babies. 

The article states that mainland Chinese women are literally crossing the border to check if their 

babies are male and, if so, having them right there in Hong Kong. EarthTimes.org reports: 

The skewing of the balance of the sexes is the latest consequence of the easing of border 

restrictions between Hong Kong and China in 2003 and a landmark High Court ruling in 2001 

that granted citizenship to any mainland Chinese child born in Hong Kong. 

"The most plausible explanation for this [skewed sex ratio] is the practice of sex selection," with 

one obstetrician commenting on cases where women canceled birth bookings after scans 

revealed they were carrying a female." 

Okay so the good news is that China's archaic family planning policy is under some intense 

domestic pressure for actual reform. And the bad news is that it is essentially raining men in 

Hong Kong. Still, some experts see a bright side. 

The article states that with some proper planning these children could breathe some new youth 

into Hong Kong's rapidly ageing economy. And as for massive long term effects? Experts predict 

that the tipping of the sex scale will only have a limited effect on the sex ratio overall, as many 

of these men will go on to continue the practice of marrying mainland women and bringing them 

back to Hong Kong. 
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China's HIV travel ban triggers controversy 

By Catherine Lewis in News on March 10, 2010 8:30 PM 

As reported on Monday, renowned 

Australian author Robert Dessaix was 

denied a Chinese Visa to enter the country 

on the alleged grounds that he is HIV-

positive…and, consequently, people are 

pissed. 

Not only was the award-winning author’s 

scheduled participation in the Shanghai 

International Literary Festival canceled (as 

were his speaking engagements in both 

Beijing and Chengdu), but the 65-yeard-old 

Dessaix reported feeling “humiliated,” 

“insulted” and “snubbed” by China’s 

imposed ban against HIV-positive 

foreigners. 

Apparently, his feelings are also shared by China’s citizens, as the recent incident has triggered a 

call for authorities to lift the two-decade-old HIV ban, which some argue as archaic and 

discriminatory. Li Dun, a professor at Tsinghua University Center for Study of Contemporary 

China, tells the China Global Times: “The restriction equals discrimination.” 

The ban, which currently states that foreigners visiting China on a short-term basis must declare 

they are free of HIV and those who want to stay longer must undergo a blood test, was initially 

imposed in the late 1980’s after China reported its first AIDS case. Back then -- a time in which 

the spread and prevention of HIV/AIDS was largely unknown and widely feared -- the instituted 

ban seemingly made sense. But based on recent international health studies conducted by 

the World Health Organization, HIV should not be among the communicable diseases that 

disqualify a person from entering a country (among the diseases listed are active tuberculosis, 

infectious gonorrhea, syphilis and infectious leprosy). 
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Li states: "Historically speaking, confining people has proven to be ineffective, if not 

meaningless, in preventing the spread of this disease." 

In October, the United States lifted its 22-year-old HIV travel ban on the platform that it was 

taking a step towards ending the stigma against people with HIV/AIDS -- a stigma that has 

stopped people from getting tested and, consequently, helped spread the disease. On January 1st, 

South Korea quickly followed suit by dropping its travel restrictions against HIV-positive 

foreigners. Among the countries that still have restrictions on entry, residence and length of stay 

for HIV sufferers are Cuba, Egypt, North Korea, Israel, New Zealand, Poland, Singapore, Iraq 

and Russia. 

Despite its restrictions, China granted a waiver during the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing that 

allowed people with HIV/AIDS to enter the country. Following this temporary reprieve, China 

Daily reported that the Ministry of Health was working with the government to finally lift the 

HIV ban once and for all. The goal? To have the ban eradicated by the May 1st World Expo in 

Shanghai. Vice-Minister of Health Huang Jeifu opined to China Daily: "I hope China will 

remove the ban thoroughly and forever by the time of the Shanghai Expo.” 

Well, with less than 2-months to go until the Expo's début, Dessaix's recent Visa rejection only 

underscores that China may have a long way to go before it drops the ban "thoroughly and 

forever." 

And while special visa waivers may be granted during the Expo to ensure "access for all," this 

concept is something people would simply like instituted all year-round. 
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Mi Tierra serves up solution for tacos-lovers in Shanghai 

By Catherine Lewis in Food/Drink on March 5, 2010 2:00 PM 

The grumblings of “where can 

I get a decent taco in this 

town?” have long been echoing 

throughout the Shanghai expat 

crowd since basically the dawn 

of the Shanghai expat crowd. 

To ease this age-old gripe, 

there have been plenty of 

“solutions” cropping up over 

the years: hearty Cantina 

Agave, classy Maya and the 

down-and-dirty Togo, to name 

a few. Well, here’s another 

remedy to add to the mix: Mi Tierra - where authentic ingredients are given an upscale twist. But 

by upscale, don’t you dare go thinking Mexican “fusion,” because, as the name suggests, this 

restaurant is all about recreating the Mexican food of “my land…my family…my tradition.” 

Executive director Oscar Bedolla, who previously outsourced homemade Mexican frozen foods, 

has made the jump to full-fledged restaurant owner this February with the opening of the three-

story Mi Tierra in the French Concession. In tandem with head chef Gabriela Fernandez (a 

former chef at Maya who hails from Mexico), the two entrepreneurs have created a menu that’s 

an upscale take on some down-home cooking. 

The menu was still being finalized at this time, but what was offered thus far kept the mouth 

watering. 

A standout appetizer is the “Beef Coyotas” (65RMB) - 3 thick, homemade corn tortillas filled 

with slow-cooked pieces of spice-infused beef, a light layer of melted cheddar cheese and topped 

with fresh, crispy lettuce, cold diced tomatoes and a sprinkling of crumbled sour cream. Its 
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presentation was creative, the portion was filling and overall it was a nice reprieve from the gobs 

of gooey-ness that usually adorn my favorite Mexican dishes. 

Next up, the “taco bar” menu presents a wide selection of interesting and fun taco choices served 

a la carte, each in a homemade corn-tortilla. For the price of 65RMB, you can choose 3 tacos 

from an extensive list of about 15. Half the fun was selecting my much-thought-over personal 

combo...grilled serrano chilies & asadero cheese anyone? (single tacos are 22-27RMB each). 

The main dishes were a little steep for shallow pockets, with most starting at 165RMB, however 

the adage: “you pay for what you get” probably applies here. My "Costilla de Lechon en Mole 

Verde" was a gorgeous presentation of sizzling pork covered generously in tangy green mole 

sauce and delivered to the table in a fire-heated clay pot. The pork slipped off the bone and right 

into the warm tortillas and Mexican rice that accompanied the dish. 

The ambiance of Mi Tierra is also one of its defining features - its colorful lighting, soaring 

ceilings and spacious rooms is a grandiose take on the traditional hacienda. This stately 1920’s 

villa has been made over into a 3-story celebration of all things Mexican, complete with an art 

gallery, Latin dancing space and private dining area for special events and corporate functions. 

On the main floor, you can dine under the sun or stars in the large dining room which boasts 

marble floors and a vaulted glass ceiling 20 meters high. Located in the front of the house is the 

fun, but elegant “Coyote Lounge,” which in addition to serving up a mean margarita, also 

doubles as a “Taco Bar” offering finger foods and light snacks. 

The place is a great spot for both a romantic dinner for two, or a classy night out with the whole 

gang. Its authenticity is done right with delicious and creative dishes in an ambiance that is 

upscale and fun. But Mi Tierra does not offer “authentic” Mexican prices, bringing us patrons 

back to the cold, hard reality that true Mexican in Shanghai can be a pricey (and ever elusive) 

treat. 

Mi Tierra Restaurant & Taco Bar - 17 Yongjia Rd, near Maoming Rd, 永嘉路17号， 近茂名路, 

Tel: 021-5465-5837 

Soft opening hours: 5pm to 10:30pm last order, Monday to Saturday. Lunch and Sunday brunch 

coming soon. 



 

China eclipses its competition in new moon mission 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 23, 2010 4:30 PM 

 

2020 could very well be the year of the “Tài Kōng Ren” (太空人 astronaut), 

as China aims to land its first man on the moon within the next decade. The 

anticipated lunar landing marks the beginning of a new era in international 

space exploration and one in which China could lead the pack. 

With the Obama administration’s recent decision to pull the plug on 

NASA’s moon mission program, “Constellation,” the lunar torch has 

officially been passed and China seems next in line. 

Already among the leading extraterrestrial exploring countries, China 

became the 3rd nation to independently send a human into space with the 

launch of astronaut Yang Liwei aboardShenzhou 5 in 2003. One year later in 2004, government 

officials announced the unmanned lunar exploration program which would probe rock samples 

and conditions on the moon. Today, China’s official space program CNSA already has plans to 

launch a second lunar probe in October--this time scanning the moon’s surface for prospective 

parking spaces for its future landing. 

But, alas, China is not alone in shooting for the moon: the mission for another human touch-

down on the lunar surface is simultaneously sought out by India (who plans to launch its first 

astronaut in 2016), and Japan (who already sent a satellite to the moon to capture astonishing 

footage of its surface). 

All this man-on-the-moon talk makes it seem like it's the 1957 space-race all over again. But this 

time the moon's video footage comes crystal clear in HD quality and that Taikonaut is texting on 

his iPhone. 
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Teenager nabs China's 3rd gold medal in Winter Olympics 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 22, 2010 6:30 PM 0 Comments 1 Like 

 

Meet Zhou Yang, a teenager from Jilin 

Province who won the women's speed 

skating competition on Saturday, grabbing 

another gold for team China. Breezing to 

victory in the 1,500-metre short-track 

final, Zhou also broke the world record 

with a blazing time of 2 minutes and 

16.9993 seconds. In an unexpected turn of 

events, the 18-year-old easily coasted by 

South Korea's powerhouse skaters, Eun-

Byul Lee and Seung-Hi Park, who have 

been dominating the sport and were 

predicted to bring home the gold. 

Born in 1991 (and the youngest member 

on the women’s 1,500 meters speed 

skating team), Zhou's young age doesn't 

make her a stranger to success. In 2008 

she won gold in the 3,000 meter super 

final for the World Short Track Speed 

Skating Championships and she was 

ranked 2nd overall within the sport. But 

China's rising star still remains a humble 

competitor. TheWashington Post reports: 

Right after Zhou won, she put her hands together in a thank-you gesture. She later thanked the 

usual people, then added: "Last but not least, I want to thank the other competitors. Without their 

chasing me, I would not have succeeded. They were the force pushing me forward." 

http://shanghaiist.com/profile/catherinelewis22
http://shanghaiist.com/news_shanghai
http://shanghaiist.com/2010/02/22/ad.php#comments
javascript:void(0)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_World_Short_Track_Speed_Skating_Championships
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_World_Short_Track_Speed_Skating_Championships
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/20/AR2010022004288.html


World record-holder, Olympian Gold medalist and girlfriend’s actually thanking her shoving and 

pushing competition? This girl has class and apparently it pays off. People’s Daily reports that 

Zhou and her family will be paid a minimum of 1million yuan of prize-money for the teenager's 

big win. Apparently, the money also serves as incentive for Zhou's hometown of Changchun to 

churn out more winners. The city’s governor tells People’s Daily: 

"As Changchun is a northern city, we have advantages in winter games and Zhou's breakthrough 

encouraged us a lot to turn out more excellent athletes and more Olympic winners." 

As the XXI Winter Olympic Games slip into the homestretch this week (with only 7 more days 

to go), here is a quick tally of who's nabbing the Gold, Silver and Bronze. 

After the events of yesterday's “Super Sunday”, team USA has racked up the most bling so far, 

with a total of 24 medals, 7 of which are Gold. Hosting country Canada has been less lucky, with 

a succession of performances in which the the media has dubbed...well, a bit of 

a disappointment.  

 

But with 36 events still remaining through Sunday, the final outcome between the top medal 

winning countries is still anybody’s game. Stay tuned. 
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Meet the Spanish pavilion's Miguelin: the first female Expo mascot? 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 9, 2010 3:45 PM 2 Comments 4 Likes 

Last May we were introduced to the kookaburra "Peng Peng", Australia’s cheeky mascot for the 

2010 World Expo. Shortly after, a whole gaggle of pavillion mascots started popping up: the 

Francophile feline "Léon", the stinkin "Durian Star" from Singapore, the turd-like “Yabi”from 

Taiwan, the not-so-gentle Giant “Tai” from (you guessed it) Thailand and everybody’s 

favorite blue gang “the Smurfs” representing the shared Belgium/ EU pavilion. 

This week, the folks at World Expo blog got a sneak peek at Spain’s representative: a blue little 

critter named Miguelin. 

We are unsure at this point if the um, "thing" is a boy or a girl, but something about that stylin' 

polka dot ensemble and distinct 

wavy black hair tells us Miguelin is 

a Spanish senorita. This would 

make her the first female mascot 

amongst the crew of boy critters 

represented thus far. Unless of 

course you count "Tai" who's pink 

jewels got him pegged as a 

possible katoey. Regardless, there's 

a good reason why our man 

Haibao's standing so close to 

Miguelin in this photo...and we 

think it's more than their obvious 

shared appreciation for the color blue. 
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Sichuan Auto Industry to re-create panda-monium 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 9, 2010 10:00 AM 0 Comments 2 Likes 

On Friday we reported that 

Tai Shan's return to his 

Chinese roots might create a 

“normal” panda environment 

for the furry guy—one that 

would focus more on breeding 

and less on the panda cams 

and fan clubs of yesteryear. 

Well guess who just scored a 

corporate sponsorship, oodles 

of money and even more of a 

lifetime guarantee of fame and 

fortune? 

A mere few hours after Tai 

Shan’s arrival into China on 

Thursday, the famous panda 

bear has won a gig as the new "image ambassador" to Sichuan Auto Industry Group. Oh snap, 

this bear moves fast. 

The Chinese automaker reportedly offered one million yuan to sponsor the 4-year old panda for 

life. Although there was no elaboration on what exactly a furry, 184-pound“image ambassador” 

does, the corporate sponsorship guarantees that all Tai Shan’s daily food, health care and basic 

panda needs (like the mass production of life-size posters with his face on it) will be taken care 

of forever. 

We should have guessed that a bear who blows into town on his own Boeing 777 freighter, with 

private language tutors and a dinner menu of fresh bamboo shoots and ’wotou’ steamed 

sorghum, would see the opportunity for “image ambassador” as the natural next step. 
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But for all the animal lovers out there and the legions of Tai Shan fans (who actually purchase 

those Tai Shan mugs, shirts, key rings and license plates) you can be rest assured that the 

beloved panda remains in good care despite his new claim to fame. Tai Shan will continue to live 

at the Bifengxia Panda Base in Ya'an City as part of China’s extensive breeding program. 

Moreover, Cao Guodong, the automaker's deputy general manager, told the Washington Post that 

the company does not even expect Tai Shan to leave the panda base to do things such as, say, 

attend product launches. 

But wait... No product launches? That means no parties. Sheesh. Next thing you know they’ll be 

skimping on the daily caviar snacks and Swedish massages too. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/05/AR2010020501956.html


 

Feathers ruffled by tire tariffs, China slaps "anti-dumping" duties on chicken 

products 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 8, 2010 5:30 PM 2 Comments 4 Likes 

Last Friday, after an investigation by 

theChinese Commerce Ministry concluded 

that U.S. companies were hurting local 

producers by dumping their poultry products 

into the Chinese market, China stated 

itwould be slapping up to 105.4% in tariffs 

on imported U.S. poultry products. While 

this is sure to be yet another issue rocking 

the already unsteady boat of diplomatic 

relations between the two countries, we 

couldn't help but snicker at the product in 

the middle of all this turmoil. 

Because by “poultry products,” the ministry really means chicken feet a.k.a. a worthless 

byproduct in the US that happens to be a Chinese delicacy millions of locals love to snack upon. 

Wang Xiulin, president of the Chinese Poultry Association told Reuters: "Chicken feet and 

wings are not wanted in the U.S. so they sell them to China, they dump them below cost. For 

over a decade, the U.S. has sent big volumes of chicken to the Chinese market, hurting producers 

here. Last year, the Chinese poultry industry was really hurting so we asked for this 

investigation." 

 

But the U.S.A. Poultry and Egg Export Council cried foul, as China’s initial investigation into its 

poultry market was sparked only after the U.S. imposed safeguard duties on Chinese-made 

tires back in September. Even then, the tire trade dispute left China threatening to cut-off its U.S. 

imported chicken supply, causing American poultry experts to come out of the woodwork 

with assurances that they had “jumbo, juicy paws” the Chinese just couldn’t get enough of. 
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Apparently, the appeal of jumbo juicy paws (shouldn't it be claws?) weren't as long lasting as 

they had hoped. As a spokesperson for the USAPEEC states, the new tariff decision threatens to 

“virtually eliminate U.S. chicken exports to China for the foreseeable future.” 

Among the companies slapped with duties are, Pilgrim's Pride Corp (hit with an 80.5 duty) 

Sanderson Farms (64.5 percent duty) and Tyson Foods (one of the lowest at a 43.1 percent duty). 

This latest development in the Chinese-American trade-disputes is part of a weirder larger saga 

involving tires, cars, steel and now, um, chickens. But as Beijing and Washington continue to 

quibble over Taiwan, Tibet, trade, climate change, internet freedom, protectionism, human rights 

and the value of yuan, they have some people convinced we're headed to war. And that's nothing 

to cluck at. 

  

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article7017951.ece


    

That shove on the subway? It was intentional 

By Catherine Lewis in News on February 5, 2010 11:30 AM 2 Comments 8 Likes 

Rather than bother with the headache of adding a few more subway carriages, Shanghai Metro 

has decided to hire people to personally shove you inside one. 

Because when you live in the most populous country on earth, 

sometimes you have to take matters into your own hands: 

literally. 

China Daily reports that Shanghai is dealing with its massive 

subway congestion Japanese-style: utilizing professional 

people-pushers to manage crowd control. In an attempt to 

reduce train delays and keep the commute flowing, these 

professional people-pushers give you that extra shove to make 

sure those doors close behind you (since your daily commute 

shouldn't look like this): 

Daily commuter Liao Yumei 

tells China Daily: “You have 

to be really rude and brutal to 

cram yourself into the 

carriage.” With people-pushers in the mix, now someone else 

can do your dirty work. 

However, pushing and shoving those unsuspecting commuters 

ain't a walk in the park. A professional shover states: "It's like 

trying to close an overfilled suitcase. I sweat so much that my 

shirt gets soaked." 

Yeah... we are now officially hoofing it to work. Whether it's a 

professional push, or just an amateur shove, the whole ordeal makes traveling on foot the new 

way to go. 

In other metro news, here is a sneak peek at the new metro mascot. Sonic the Hedgehog on roller 

skates? It's fast, it's small, it kinda makes sense...as much as Haibao does anyway. 
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