
 

Electric Bikes Roll into China; Hailed as the future of transportation 

Air Date: 2/23/2010 

If you’ve noticed lately that the streets are a little quieter and the air a little cleaner, it may be 

thanks to the growing commuting trend sweeping the country: Electric-bicycles are the new 

way to roll. Hailed as the “future of transportation,” an estimated 120-million E-bikes are 

currently on the roads of China, making this two-wheeled device the top alternative to cars 

and public transport.  With re-chargeable batteries that last up to approximately 50 kilometers 

on a single charge, the E-bikes leave a small carbon footprint and are paving the way to an 

ecologically-sound alternative in transportation, as well as the easiest way to commute.    

But not everyone has jumped on the E-bike bandwagon. With the recent boom in E-bike 

manufactures, critics express concern about the pollution created by the cheaper lead batteries 

used by ad hoc producers looking for the best bang for their buck. Since 2006, more than 

1,000 E-bike manufactures have cropped up to join the already established 1,000 plus 

companies that exist throughout China.  The new companies churn out bikes using the 

environmentally-damaging and older lead batteries rather than the more costly lithium-ion 

devices that have revolutionized green technology. 

In addition to the environmental concerns, grumblings from cyclists on traditional pedal-

bikes point-out that the mass congestion and clogged lanes are all a result of the new 

“speedsters” on E-bikes, which can reach speeds of up to 35 kilometers per hour in pedal 

power. Safety concerns have also come to light, as thus far there are no imposed speed limits 

that E-bikers follow, as well as no license requirements or use of safety measures like 

helmets.   

But despite these concerns, this two-wheeled phenomenon continues to roll through China. 

According to a study done by the cleantech market intelligence firm, Pike Research Institute, 

466 million E-bikes, scooters and motorcycles will be sold worldwide by 2016…and 

representing 95% of these forecasted sales, China will be leading the pack.  



 

More Bad News for China’s Big Cats 

Air Date: 3/17/2010 

The “Year of the Tiger” has proven to be an unhappy one for China’s captive tigers, as the 

beginning of 2010 has ushered-in a plethora of bad news involving these big cats. From 11 

Siberian tigers dying from starvation at a zoo in Shenyang, to an under-fed Bengal tiger 

killing a keeper at the Shanghai zoo, captive tigers in China are living in drastically inhumane 

conditions, and acting out or suffering the consequences because of it.  

While zoo institutions and animal parks point to underfunding as the main reason for these 

conditions, many fear that it is the commercial selling of tiger parts that fuel keepers to 

maintain these inhumane conditions. Although a domestic ban on selling tiger parts from 

“farmed tigers” has been instituted within China since 1993, zoos and tiger parks still sell the 

parts of animals that have died in captivity in what owners claim is a “natural death.”      

Tigers have been used in Chinese traditional medicine for centuries. Their eyeballs are used 

to treat epilepsy, their bile to stop convulsions, their whiskers to sooth toothache and their 

penises as a potent sexual tonic. 

 

The most valuable parts, however, are the bones, which are used to make wine that is said to 

cure rheumatism and arthritis, and prolong life. Despite rapid modernisation, experts report 

that the use of traditional medicine in China has increased rather than declined because more 

people can afford exotic treatments. 

 

In September of 2009, China drafted its first Animal Welfare Legislation, which makes 

animal abuse and cruelty a punishable offence. However, the official "Wild Animal 

Protection Law" does not provide for any punishment for irresponsible zoo owners who 

abuse their animals. Additionally, under China’s "Property Law" it stipulates that zoo owners 

have the right to keep animals under the conditions that they deem fit, and animal protection 

authorities have no right to interfere 

International trade in tiger body parts and derivatives is banned under UN Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). Domestic trade is prohibited under 

national law and reinforced by a special State Council order in 1993. On paper, China has 

signed international wildlife treaties that ban all trade in tiger body parts and claims to have 

outlawed the industry, but in reality some question to what degree this ban is actually 

enforced.  



 

Chinese Language Invaded by English “Lingo” 

Air Date: 3/15/2010 

Is the Chinese language being invaded by English lingo? According to Huang Youyi, 

member of the CPPCC National Committee and director of the China International 

Publishing Group, the answer is “yes.” 

In a proposal to the annual session of the CPPCC National Committee last week, Huang 

warned that the purity of Chinese culture was in danger of becoming diluted by the increasing 

assimilation of the English language.  

 

What Huang is referring to is the common phenomenon of English words, phrases and 

acronyms that have become increasingly interwoven into the written and spoken Chinese of 

everyday exchange. English names, places, and people are commonly used within Chinese 

publications and conversations…as are technical terms and acronyms, such as “GDP” (gross 

domestic product), “CEO” (chief executive officer) and “CPI” (consumer price index). 

 

In his proposal made to the CPPCC National Committee, Huang suggests 3 key prevention 

methods to preserving the purity of the Chinese language: 

 

 First, all documents and speeches of top government officials should be written in 

pure Chinese, without the use of English words or acronyms (such as GDP, WTO or 

CPI). 

 Second, a law or regulation should be made as a guideline for the use of foreign 

words in publications. 

 Third, a national translation committee should be organized to translate foreign names 

and technical terms, which can then be published on a website for the public’s 

reference. 

Although used primarily by 1.3 billion people, the ancient Chinese language is defined by the 

International Federation of Translators (FIT) as a “language of limited diffusion”…since it is 

not influential or widely used outside the Chinese community. So…with rapidly expanding 

globalization processes and increasing exposure to world influences through new 

technologies, should we be heeding Huang’s warning?    

 

Perhaps not. Experts state that the Chinese language is still very much alive and an absolute 

separation like Huang suggests is neither “practical” or “necessary.”  

A country that does enact an actual “language law” is the province of Quebec, Canada in 

which the “Charter of the French Language” states that French must be the only language of 



the government and law, as well as the “normal and everyday language of work, instruction, 

communication, commerce and business." This law was instituted on account of the majority 

French speaking population in Quebec, which also comprises more than 30 different 

linguistic groupings.    

But a “Language Law” in China will not be coming anytime soon. While protecting cultural 

identity is an important factor in today’s increasingly global world, the organic assimilation 

of different cultures is also a defining factor of the 21
st
 century.    



 

Mental Illness Rises in China’s Youth 

Air Date: 3/12/2010 

Are China’s youngsters depressed? According to a recent national study…the answer might 

be yes.  

This week the China Population Communication Center revealed that the number of young 

people with mental health problems is rising: with 60 percent of college students feeling 

“isolated” and 80 percent feeling negatively affected by “social injustice.” 

According to the study, nearly 50 percent of students polled said they lacked a sense of 

“security in social interactions,” while another 50 percent were “not content with their lives”. 

Other results revealed that 2 out of 10 students felt trapped in a “state of emptiness” and 60 

percent felt “lonely.” 

But how are these negative feelings expressed at school? According to the study, Chinese 

youth act-out their problems through irregular behavior such as skipping classes, Internet 

addiction and, in some cases…suicide.  

The survey—polling 133 students in Beijing schools—also suggests that mental illness in 

Chinese youth increases as children get older…with Primary School students displaying no 

signs of mental disorder, Senior High students revealing some psychological troubles and 

college students showing the worst state of mind. 

This study comes at a time when suicide rates among China’s youth seems to also be on the 

rise…as earlier this month, Pan Quanhui, a 23-year-old student at the University of Hong 

Kong, committed suicide due to anxiety over skin blemishes…and, just a month earlier, Pei 

Meng, a 19-year-old student in Nanyang Normal University of Sichuan province, jumped to 

her death from a building after a poor performance on an exam.  

These dismal results are strikingly consistent with recent research conducted by the China 

Youth and Children Research Association, which indicate that anxiety disorders among 

college students increased 8 percent between 1992 and 2005 and 30 million youngsters below 

the age of 17 are suffering from mental troubles. 

Some attribute this current “crisis of personality” as a direct correlation to today’s social 

challenges such as unemployment and soaring real estate prices, while others place the blame 

on a lack of the family unit and proper parenting. 

But whether China’s youth are neglected, or just simply stressed, the study suggests that, for 

some, dealing with these problems is a task that does not always come naturally.   



 

C-Sections Reach All Time High in China 

Air Date: 3/17/2010 

According to a new study conducted by the World Health Organization, almost half of all 

births in China are via caesarean section, and this number is rising.  

The study, which reviewed almost 110,000 births in nine Asian countries between 2007-

2008, reports that 46% of the births reviewed in China were done via C-sections. Moreover, 

one quarter of the procedures were not medically necessary—a fact that has made this 

seemingly safe procedure a potentially dangerous one. The study found that women who have 

unnecessary C-sections are at a greater risk of dying or being admitted into intensive care 

units, needing blood transfusions or facing complications that lead to hysterectomies.  

What could be the reason for this sudden spike in the potentially dangerous C-section 

procedure? Reports state that the new delivery trend directly correlates to a rise in patients' 

wealth and access to improved medical facilities. 

In addition to the rise in China, the rate of C-sections have reached, what the report states, as 

"epidemic proportions" in many countries—with the rate in the U.S.at an all-time high of 

31%. Here the surgery is often performed on older mothers, during multiple births, or 

because patients request it or doctors fear malpractice lawsuits. 



 

Illegal lodgings plague the Shanghai World Expo 

Air Date: 4/12/2010 

As the price of hotel accommodation sky-rockets for Shanghai’s World Expo next month, 

some local residents are looking for their own ways to make a buck.   

Advertised as “World-Expo Home-Stay Lodgings,” some private home owners are touting 

their residences as “family-inns” for expo visitors, charging as much as 5,000 yuan, or $732 

USD, per night.  These unlicensed residences—often illegally divided into small rooms for 

individual leasing—are not compliant with local security, hygiene and fire-control 

regulations and are often poorly furnished. 

As more unauthorized guest houses are appearing on the internet and in city advertisements, 

police and local authorities are cracking down. Last week, police stated that leasing 

unlicensed residences by an hourly or daily rate will be officially regarded as “illegally 

operating unlicensed hotels.” Unregistered renters will face detentions and fines of up to 

1,000 yuan. 

Zhu Guojian, deputy director of the policy and law department of Shanghai Tourism 

Administration, said that apart from the pilot guest houses in the Linfen Neighborhood in 

Zhabei District, all the so-called family hotels being advertised in Shanghai now are illegal. 

Currently, there are 500 authorized family-run guest houses offering services for the World 

Expo. These residences will only receive bookings through the administration and tour 

agencies authorized to sell Expo tickets.   

Shanghai tourism officials are warning foreigners to double-check the source before booking 

a family-run guest house.   



 
 

“Tongqui” in China: a growing phenomenon among the espoused 

 

Air Date: 3/22/210 

 

Mencius, an ancient Confucian philosopher, stated that the most serious offense a son could 

bring to his family is to not produce an heir. This baseline philosophy of continuing the 

ancestral line still remains dominant amongst China’s young males—a fact that has resulted 

in many homosexual men entering into heterosexual marriages solely on the premise of 

procreation. But for obvious reasons, this is producing thousands of unhappy marriages—a 

phenomenon that has become so common it has been given its own name:  “tongqui,” a 

combination of the words “tongzhi”, slang for “gay” and “qizi”, meaning “wife.    

 

And this phenomenon continues to grow.  According to sexologist Liu Dalin, a former 

researcher from the University of Shanghai, the number of gay males that marry heterosexual 

women constitutes about 90% of the total homosexual population in China, an estimated 

30million. When compared to other countries, like the United States for example where only 

an estimated 15 to 20% of gay men marry heterosexual women, the 90% number is very high.   

 

Shanghai, considered by some to be the 'gay capital' of China, boasts a burgeoning gay 

community with many trendy gay bars and clubs and several social outlets such as port teams 

and online communities.  The city also recently hosted the nation's first gay pride festival in 

June of 2009. However, the commitment to produce family heirs still continues here, as 

'matchmaking' sessions for gays and lesbians are often held in Shanghai bars around the city.   

 

Today we meet with Kenneth Tan, spokesman for Shanghai LGBT: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 

and Transgender to discuss the “tongqui” culture in Shanghai and whether this phenomenon 

is growing or shrinking here.  

 

 


